
HANES 

A Mining Museum ? NO! 
Rhondda-Cynon-Taff Council has given planning permission for the next stage of the 

museum saga-the planning and implementation of a museum which will  not be centred around 

coal mining, but will take for its theme Valley life. 

This has been seen as the only way forward be-
cause virtually all the districts in the former county 
already had a museum when local government 
reorganisation took place, and they all reflected the 
mining industry which gave rise to the south Wales 
communities. 

The way · is now clear to appoint consultants to 
design the layout of the Aberdare museum, which 
will cost £455,000 and is expected to open in 
1998. Of this sum £350,000 comes from lottery 
funds and the remaining £105,000 is the RCT 
contribution, Another £105,000 from the ERDF 
has been, granted to create more space in the ex-
isting building by putting in an extra floor at each 
end of the main hall. The council intends to appoint 
a curator by Xmas and in the meantime the skele-
ton staff are refurbishing donations which have 
been handed in. There is plenty of roan for more, 
they tell us ! 

Among the successful historical events organised by Mr. John 
Davies (Pendar) was this temporary museum in the "Beehive" Vic-
toria Square in 1930 in conjunction with the "Big week" organised 
by the Chamber of Trade . He was Assisted by Mr. W .W. Price.  In 
the centre· is the portrait of the famous Salvationist, Mother Shep-
herd. Mr. Davies is on the right. 

STRANGE DOINGS AT MOUNTAIN ASH 
An article in a Sunday paper a few weeks ago dealt 
with the numerous and well-authenticated cases 
of fishes, frogs, etc falling from the sky, 

The article did not mention what the collector of 
curious happenings, Charles Fort, considered to be 
the best known case of this phenomenon. lt oc-
cured at Mountain Ash in 1859. 
The roofs of some houses were covered with the 
fish, some of which were 5 inches long. The vicar 
of Aberdare, the Reverend John Griffith, never loth 

to enter a controversy, reported the matter to The 
Zoologist. In the ensuing correspondence the fish 
were identified as minnows and sticklebacks and 
much discussion took place about their origin and 
mode of arrival . 

Charles Fort in his famous but hard-to-read work 
The Book of the Damned gave his own explanation 
of his mysterious event. He said that the bottom 
of a super-geographical pond had dropped. out ! 
JFM 
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CHRISTMAS BARGAINS 
The Society's second collection of old 
photographs 'Pictures from the Past, Vol 2' came 
out in 1992. Now the remaining stocks of this 
book are being disposed of at half price-that is £5 
only. Buy now at local shops while stocks last. 

'Old Aberdare' volume 2' which came out in 1982 
sold out fairly quickly, and since then there have 
been many enquiries from disappointed would-be 
buyers asking where a copy can be obtained. Now 
the Society is making arrangements to reprint in 
the new year a limited number of copies of this 
interesting volume. 

The book contains a translation of 'Aberdare in 
1853' by Mr D L Davies, who has provided an 
introduction to the essay, with copious and 
valuable notes, This is followed by Mr Edwin 
Greening's reminiscences of his youth- 'A Collier 
Boy in the Nineteen Twenties', an article by the 
late Nr Richard Arnold on 'The Pubs, Clubs and 
Breweries of Aberdare' and Mr S P Cooke's 
'History of Blaengwawr Schools in the Early 
Years'. The book will be on sale in the usual shops 
in the district. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Dear Editor, 

I was Interested to see the article on the 1670 
Hearth Tax in HANES No 11, and I think I can 
shed some light on some of the families men-
tioned in it. 

The James Jones with seven hearths would almost 
certainly have been Jones of Dyffryn, Mountain Ash, 
one of whose descendants sold the estate to one Wil-
liam Bruce, RN, a Navy agent and banker. (See The 
Way We Were Then - Ed) He was an ancestor of John 
Bruce Pryce, whose second son, Henry Austin Bruce, 
became the first Lord Aberdare. 

One of the other names, Rees, is probably an ancestor 
of mine on my paternal grandmther's side. He or his 
son was the first to occupy the Werfa farm above 
Cwmbach In about 1660. The son, Thomas, is be-
lieved to have married an Alice David In 1698 and his 
son, Rees Thomas Rees, was one of the founders of 
the dissenters chapel Hen Dy Cwrdd in 1751. 

A document of 1602 records that the then dowager 
dutchess of Pembroke leased to James Herbert and his 
son Watkin Herbert the farms of Ynyscynon, Pant y 
Gerddinen, Gwryd lssa, Y Werfa and "Lloyn Coll".  In 
later years the Werfa freehold was sold and lt eventually 
returned to the hands of the Herbert family. Later it was 
sold again, this time to the ancient family of Mathew of 
Aberaman, who sold the freehold in 1787 to Samuel 
Rees, of the above-mentioned Rees family. 

I expect there are other readers who, after doing some 
research, could claim descent from persons mentioned in 
the Hearth Tax list. 

Yours sincerely, 

Edward G Wlliams 

Chepstow 
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not get a full licence until September 1888. To sho w 
the need for a full licence it was stated that about 
1600 people a week travelled both ways between 
Abernant and Merthyr stations. The landlord of the 
Halfway House objected to the granting of the li-
cence, but in vain. 

The editor will be pleased to receive questions on 
local history and will attempt to answer them with 

the aid of local experts. 

THE WA V WE WERE THEN (No 4} 

17th of October 1796. An indictment and 
deposition of witnesses is drawn up in a case 
against Daniel James of Llanavanfawr for 
defrauding Griffith Daniel of Ystradveltey by 
pretending to exercise witchcraft to remedy 
the extraordinary appearance of the latter's 
cows. 

The Cardiff and Merthyr Guardian for the 11th 
of February 1854. A letter to the Editor 
states; "It was a saying in Aberdare that there 
were only 3 "Misters" residing in the Parish, 
namely Mr Matthews of Aberamam, Mr Jones 
of Dyffryn and the Curate".



TAKE A "BWLLFA LOOK'' AT 
THIS! 

In the past there were two lawsuits centred 
around Bwllfa Colliery which became leading 
cases for lawyers. When the unfortunate family of 
Brogdens owned the colliery they broke their 
contract to supply coal to the Metropolitan Rail-
way. The action which the railway brought and 
won was an important case in the law of contract 
for some years. 

Then around the turn of the century The Bwllfa 
company won a lawsuit against the Pontypridd 
Water Board relating to the valuation of coal which 
the company had to leave in the ground when it 
was decided to build the Maerdy reservoir above 
it. The following quotation from an article in the 
"Land and Mineral Surveyor" of May 1995 shows 

that the principles of that case are still important 
today, 

"There has been a great deal of litigation about 
Mining code compensation and interestingly one 
Mining code principle has been accepted into 
valuation generally; The term 'taking a Bwllfa 
look' has passed into common valuation use 
meaning that you should not shut your eyes to 
what you know has happened since the date of 
valuation". 

I am grateful to Norman Price for drawing this to 
my attention. JFM 

A Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Y ear to all our

 readers
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